Conditions required for the bactericidal activity of fleroxacin and pefloxacin against Escherichia coli KL 16.
Pefloxacin and fleroxacin showed biphasic bactericidal activity against Escherichia coli KL16 in nutrient broth. Bacteriostatic concentrations of chloramphenicol, an inhibitor of protein synthesis, and rifampicin, an inhibitor of RNA synthesis, could not completely abolish the bactericidal activity of either drug. Pefloxacin and fleroxacin were also active against non-dividing E. coli KL16. Therefore, pefloxacin and fleroxacin are able to kill bacteria which are not dividing nor actively synthesising protein or RNA.